Heart of Féile an Earraigh Events 2010
 As part of the 2010 Féile an Earraigh/Spring Festival, there was a fantastic set of events organised by Belfast Gaels under the title ‘Heart of the Féile Events’ between Thursday 4th and Sunday 7 February.
Amongst the events organised were, traditional music concerts, book and internet site launches, community and heritage lectures and local folklore, drama and music workshops for children, art exhibitions, local Irish language and business awards, sports competitions and much more.

The official launch took place on Friday at 2 o’clock in Cáife Feirste in Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich in partnership with Ráidio Fáilte with the launch of Coláiste Feirste’s new Gaelic Society and great music and speeches provided by the pupils. This was immediately followed at 3 o’clock with the launch of Irish language development Agency, Forbairt Feirste’s new Website.
Friday’s events were finished with the Black Mountain Céilí in Coláiste Feirste at 7 o’clock with Máire Bean Ua Bruadair. In addition, the Gaeltacht Quarter lecture also took place around the same in Coláiste Feirste lecture hall with the Basque Architect Alona Martinez- Perec giving a very interesting talk drawing her experiences of socio-economic regeneration in Bilbao and Barcelona. This was enjoyed by u to 40 listeners who also took advantage of the wonderful refreshments provided afterwards.

The craic continued on Saturday in the Cultúrlann with Drama and dancing workshops in the morning and the launch of Gearóid Trimble’s book on South-East Ulster Gaelic Songs at lunchtime. Later that afternoon, the Upper Springfield Irish language awards, Gaelghradam Gnó Chluanaí at the top of the Whiterock as part of the Traditional music fest in the seated Marquee. The Ardmonagh Family Centre won the award for community group contribution to the language whilst the ‘Jolly Good Balloon factory’ or ‘Monarcha Balún Iontach’ won the award for the ‘most Gaelic business’ for its bilingual signage. The events were wrapped up on Sunday afternoon at 3 o’ clock in Caulfield’s bar when Jake Mac Siacais gave a talk on Local Irish placenames in the Upper Springfield area, which he had also given to local Irish and English Medium school in the area on Friday morning, that was kindly supported by fantastic traditional music and food.  
Describing the ‘Heart of the Féile’ events, Jake Mac Siacais of Forbairt Feirste who was on the organising committee, stated, ‘The Heart of the Féile events were a massive success that was greatly enjoyed by the wider community both young and old alike. It added new vigour and diligence to Féile an Earraigh and our language and native culture were centre stage throughout the city. We look forward to building on this next year.’
 

 
 
