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It’s my understanding that this session is as much about audience participation so I’ll be quick with my remarks but really I wanted to set the current context of tourism in West Belfast into some sort of perspective. 
People have always visited west Belfast albeit they may not have been the modern day tourist. But it was not unusual to find people from all over the globe visiting our communities during the conflict either as part of a solidarity group or as a community or political activist. 
When tourism boomed in Belfast post GFA. West Belfast noticed a huge interest from the curious traveller wanting to meet with the people and see the places that they perhaps only seen on their TV screens.
A group of community activists, politicians and community organisation then formed Fáilte Feirste Thiar. It was recognised that a focus needed to be put specifically onto tourism development in the West. We were formed in the early 2000’s initially as part of WBPB economic development programme. 
It was recognised back then as it is now that tourism can play a significant role in the overall regeneration of WB. 
Unfortunately there remains a mindset amongst many tourists, influenced by city centre business and organisations that West Belfast is an attraction that lasts for a few hours. Head up to the West take some photos and then come back here and catch a show, have a pint and eat good food. 
The reality is that our brand is not part of the corporate image of Belfast or indeed the North!
Tourists can eat, sleep, drink and have the craic here. So how do we keep them here? 
An Cheathrú Gaeltacht represents this opportunity. The cultural heart of Belfast. Belfast at it’s most daring. An eclectic mix of people, events, activity and energy. 
GQ/WB call it currently what you will but a huge opportunity is afoot in this decade were we can brand ourselves as a must see and central part of Belfast’s tourism offering. 

How we get there must be about commercial development, there must be community support, there must be government support but put simply relationship building and partnership development must be at its core. 

We will not get there if we stick to the textbook on the way forward. We need to be bold and daring. 

I think when we have rooms like this its important we take advantage of the wealth of experience within them so I look forward to this session and your contributions. 
Go raibh maith Agaibh 

