Speech for Martin at Gaelteacht Quarter

Draft 2

 Speech to Destiny Decade Gaeltacht Quarter Conference by Joint First Minister, Martin McGuinness, MLA, MP for West Tyrone

Many thanks to Jake and thank you for the invite to address the second Annual Gaeltacht Quarter Conference. 

The Conference in entitled the Destiny Decade and invites us to look forward to the coming decade. A decade which marks the hundredth anniversary of both the Ulster Covenant and the Easter Rising. 
The past one hundred years, while is just a fraction of the life of a nation witnessed major political events and upheavals. The bulk of the past century was taken up by partition, division and conflict.  
These failures must be consigned to the past. 
I believe we must set a course towards unity, inclusion, and sharing. This is not a bland vision but the way to deliver equality, prosperity and reconciliation for all in our diverse community. 
The projects incorporated in the Gaeltacht Quarter give voice to that vision. A community taking control of its identify, ascertaining it rights, and delivering. All done in a fashion that is open and welcoming.
I do not need to labour the point of the value of culture to a community. Nor do I have to convince you of the potential of culture to create jobs, to sustain economic development and promote investment. Because we have the people who deliver in this room. 
Project such as an, Culturlann, Feile an Phobal, The Andersontown School of Music, an Cumann Chluain Árd, Raidió Fáilte, and Féile FM, have all put the culture of West Belfast on the map. 

This is also true of Casement Park, the home of the GAA in Ulster. St. Mary’s College and the ground breaking Naíonraí, Naíscoileanna, Gaelscoileanna, and an an Meanscoil.  This should also include the many GAA clubs, artists, writers and Irish dancers who live and practise here. 
What has been achieved is miraculous and these achievements rest solely on the shoulders of the community. I recognise that while we have peace and a more prosperous society, we face the challenge is to ensure all communities share in that prosperity and feel the benefits of peace.

The system we have inherited at Stormont is not always suited to addressing the interdependent and multiple issues effecting disadvantaged communities. Departments are not good at the type of joint working, of risk taking and thinking outside the box that is required for communities. We must work to change that. We will need all departments working in common and, in partnership with the community, to tackle multiple deprivation and social exclusion. We must work to ensure that the vision and energy of West Belfast and other communities is harnessed and resourced. 

In the immediate time ahead we face real challenges. We have a new British Government which appears bent on introducing swingeing cuts to public services. This is wrong because of the impact it will have on both frontline services and on our work to build the economy emerging from conflict. 
Now is the time for investment in innovation and innovative approaches to building and sharing wealth. It is not the time to withdraw from essential community investment projects which can and will deliver prosperity, equality and reconciliation. That is why I have called on all parties and all departments to act together in defence of our block grant. 
I will be raising that issue directly with Owen Patterson when I meet him in later this morning.
That is not to say that we cannot do things better. We need to relook at how departments are engaging with communities; how departments promote regeneration and investment; how departments are building an equal and shared society. We must ensure that the maxim impact is achieved by every pound we spend. We cannot repeat or defend that which has failed to deliver for communities. 

We need a strategy which delivers on three fronts. A strategy which will:

· Open up opportunities for all communities to benefit from a more prosperous economy. It is right to question how the people of West Belfast or the Newtownards Road will benefit from the investment in the projects such as the Titantic Quarter. We must shape these projects to maximise community benefit through social procurement. 
· We must tailor physical development projects in areas of disadvantage to meet needs, tackle dereliction and promote economic development. I believe that an Culturlann is a prime example of this, and we were keen to support it through the Integrated Development Fund. 
· We need to tackle educational disadvantage and support communities to be safe, welcoming and shared. To be good places to live and raise a family.
I need not labour these points because they represent the many plans and actions that have come forth from this community. But there is a challenge not only for departments to work jointly but also for the community to agree a unified set of priorities and a strategy. 
Given the nature of the conference and role of the Gaeltacht Quarter in promoting community renewal and economic development. I am conscious that culture, while it has an economic dimension is greater than that. It plays a central role in who we are and how we want to live. 

For me the potential of the Gealteacht quarter is greater than the economic or immediate impact on this community. It is about reversing the exclusion, separation and conflict of the past century. It is about creating opportunities and sharing and celebrating identity. I wish you well with this work.
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